3io   WIVES  OF   HENRY  THE  EIGHTH
ment between the two great Continental sovereigns
in union with Rome boded ill for England and
ior its King, There were others, too, to whom
such a combination boded ill. The alliance between
France and the infidel Turk to attack the Christian
Emperor had aroused intense indignation amongst
Catholics throughout the world against Francis;
and the Pope, utilising this feeling, strove hard
to persuade both Christian sovereigns to cease
their fratricidal struggle and to recognise that
the real enemy to be feared and destroyed was
Lutheranism or heresy in their midst. During
the Emperor's absence, and the war, Protestantism
in Germany had advanced with giant strides.
The Princes had boldly refused to recognise any
conciliatory Council of the Church under the control
of the Pope ; and the pressure used by the Emperor
to compel them to do so aroused the suspicion
that the day was fast approaching when Luther-
anism would have to fight for its life against the
imperial suzerain of Germany.
Already the forces were gathering. George of
Saxony, the enemy of Luther, was hurrying to
the grave, and Henry his brother and heir was
a strong Protestant. Philip of Hesse had two
years before thrown down the gage, and had taken
by force from the Emperor the territory of Wiirtem-
burg, and had restored the Protestant Duke Ulrich.
Charles' brother Ferdinand, who ruled the empire,
clamoured as loudly as did Mary of Hungary in
Flanders and Eleanor of Austria in France, for a
-peace between the two champions of Christendom,
the repudiation by France of the Turkish alliance,
and a concentration of the Catholic forces in the